OBSTETRICS.
In the Report on Obstetrics in December last, I gave a summary of the history of symphysiotomy up to that date.
Since then many cases have been reported.1 In the chorus of enthusiasm which accompanies a new or revived operation it is well that there should be a warning note, and this has been sounded by more than one surgeon.
Dr. Smyly's case, which I then mentioned, has now been reported in full.2 As soon as the cartilage was divided the bones sprang apart, tearing the soft parts and the urethra. Although the urethra was sutured at the time, it did not completely heal, and a subsequent operation was required to cufe the resulting incontinence.
Dr. Henry C. Coe reports3 a case in which death took place two months after the operation. Firm union had taken place at the site of the pubic section. Acute mania had quickly super* vened upon the operation. At the autopsy no cerebral lesion could be discovered, although partial hemiplegia had been present. Dr 
